
The Ascension of the Lord Homily 2017 

 

The Ascension is all about acting on our faith… 

 

How do we know who we are and what we are to do with our lives?  For me it was 

the love of my parents, grandparents and great grandparent, who raised me and 

rooted me in faith.  Teachers challenged and affirmed gifts to be used for the good 

of all and working with people.  Come out of your shell!  Friends taught me how to 

love and how not to love.  Prayer and reflecting upon my heart’s desire in light of 

my faith, gifts, successes, and failures deepened my identity and gave me life 

direction.   

 

In both Ascension accounts Jesus invites the disciples to reflect on who they are 

and to act accordingly.  On the Ascension mount Jesus gives them a pep talk and 

command:  You are my disciples.  All power has been given me.  Know that I am 

with you always so trust yourselves.  Make disciples of others as I made disciples 

of you.  On the holy mount Jesus invites trust and makes a promise.  Wait.  Pray 

for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  You will receive power to be my witnesses to the 

ends of the earth.  They need time in prayer to become confident of their 

discipleship through the power of the Holy Spirit.   

 

At baptism we joined the Church, the body of which Christ is head.  We belong to 

him.  May the power of the Spirit enlighten our hearts to believe we are Christ’s 

and give us strength to act on that belief.  The Ascension invites us to take time for 

prayer so that we can deepen our awareness that the Holy Spirit is within us.  

Rooted in this knowledge, believe more deeply.  Then act on that faith.  Live Jesus 

clearly to make disciples of those we meet.  Christ is with us always in all ways.  

Look for and be that presence always in all ways.    

 

Jesus you promise to be with us always, in all ways, even to the ends of the earth.  

Thank you for your trust in us.  Help us to trust in you more fully so that the power 

of the Holy Spirit can help us witness your presence in our lives.       

 

 

 

 


